The ſtate of the Caſe of Robert Henley and Samnel Wightwick , Eſqs; in relation to 
the Office of the Chief Clerk in the Upper-Bench, au4& 4#7##7#7 Pn 


; He ſaid Robert Henley and Samuel Wizhtwick on the Sixteenth of November 1629, or thereabouts, Purchaſed the 
{aid Office, as nia f are OATErn, it was lawful for them todo; And were by Sir Nicholas Hide then 
Chief Juſtice of Exgland, Sworn into the ſaid Office, To hold the ſame during their Lives, and the longer liver 
of them, and to be executed by them or their Deputies. | 
That at their firſt Entrance into the ſaid Office, there was an Agreement and Truſt raiſed and made , whereby the ſaid 
Robert Henley and his Executors are to have Eleven parts in Twelve parts divided of the Profits, as well during the ſaid 
Robert Henley's Life, as alſo after his Death during Mr. Wiehtwicks Life, And Mr. Wightwick was to Execute the 
-Place during his Life. | 
That in the year 164 there was a Sequeſtration made of the ſaid Eleyen parts of rhe ſaid Office, and of the Reſidue 
of his Eſtate, by reaſon of his Abſence from Loxdoy, and reſiding in the Kings Quarters, which was not voluntary but by 
conſtraint, he being taken Priſoner, and enforced to enter into a Recognizance of Ten thouſand pounds, Not to go out 
of the Kings Quarters ; yet finding an opportunity, got away, and ſubmitted himſelf to the Parliament, without Ap- 
pealing to the Lords and Commons for Sequeſtration, 
That for a Compoſition for his Intereſt in the ſaid Office and his other Eſtate, he made a voluntary Offer of Seven thou- 
ſand pounds-to the Committee of Haberdaſhers-Hall, ro whom by a ſpecial Order it was referred to Compound with him. 
The Committee thereupon Ordered the ſaid Robert Hepley to bring in hoy the Caſe, ſtood for his ſaid Office, and a Par- 
ticular of his Eſtate, which he did ; and inthar Particular his Office, yas valued at Two and twenty thouſand five hun- 
dred pounds: And upon the whole matter, the Committee Ordered Mr. Prideanx, now Mr. Attorney-General, to Re- 
port to the Houſe (de bepe eſſe) That the ſaid Robert Henley did offer Seven thouſand pounds for his Compoſition in reſpet 
of the Profirs of his Office and his other Eſtate. 
That upon that Report the Houſe did arcept of Nine thouſand pounds for taking off the Sequeſtration from his ſaid 
Eleven parts of the Profits of the ſaid Office during Mr. Wightwicks Life, and the Reſidue of his Eſtate; and upon 
payment thereof, an Ordinance to be brought in for his Pardon and Diſcharge. 


That accordingly the ſaid Nine thouſand pounds was paid as was _—_— An Ordinance paſled for his Diſcharge, 
A Pardon, and Grant of the ſaid Office and the Refidue of his Eſtate, made to him under the Great-Seal of Exeland. 


REASONS humbly preſented tothe Parliament, for the continuing of the Due 
and Ancient Feeof Damage Clere, during the Life of Sainuel VV ightwick Eq; 
or for grving Satisfattion therefore, if the ſame ſhould be thought fit to be taken away, 


1. FT is an Ancient Fee, and upon the utmoſt Enquiry and ftriteſt Scrutiny made upon ſeveral Commiſſions in the time 

of the late King, and iflued out to Enquire for Extorted Fees, no Exception could be found againſt.this, but it was 
always found an Ancient and a Due Fee. And the ſaid Mr. Hexley and Mr. Wigehtwick have as good a Freehold in it for 
Mr. Wightwicks Life, as they have or can have in any other part of their Eſtates whatſoever. 

IT. As touching Mr. Hezleys Intereſt, the Parliament have raken Money for ir. As ro Mr. Wightwick, he never did 
any thing to Forfeit it; nor Mr. Henley, but what heis diſcharged of by Ordinance of Parliament. And although the 
Parliament would not Compound with him for his own Life, yet they have by Ordinance of Parliament, and under the 
Great-Seal of England, Enabled him to Receive Eleven parts of the Profits of the ſaid Office during the Life of the ſaid 
Mr, Wightwick , tor which he paid to the Parliament for the Publique Uſe, the ſum of Nine thouſand pounds. 

III. When he made the ſaid Compoſition, the ſaid Office was of: very little Value, the Times being very troubleſom, 
by reaſon whereof he made but little Profit of the ſaid Office ; and indeed rather bought an ExpeRartion of Profit, then 
any thing conſiderable in preſent. 

IV. That he humbly offers, Since the payment of the ſaid Moneys, and the Ordinance paſſed for his Diſcharge, he hath 
committed no Offence which may deſerve a Puniſhment, but hath ated and engaged, as far as it lies in his power, -to ad- , 
vance the Intereſt of Parliament, and the Proceedings thereof. 491.4) C1198 effier na Art SHE off tr ff 
 V. If the Parliament in their Wiſdom ſhall think it fit that the ſaid, Fees of Damage Clere be taken away or leſſened, 
They then humbly offer, Whether it be ſo Equal and Juſt that the People) Eafeſhould grow out” df the Ruine of particular 

. perſons, who by the Laws of the Land are in equal capacity. to enjoy their Office as any other their Eſtates. And if up- 
on Debate it ſhall be thought fir, That an Advantage to the Publique ſhall be had by the Loſs of a private Eſtate, Then 
that the Publique may give Satisfaction for this private Intereſt, 


If it ſhall ſeem a juſt Argument to the Parliament to take this Freehold away, becauſe many have eaſe by it, They hum- 
bly defire it may be conſidered how far the Conſequence of that Argument goeth. 
It is no Argument of Right : But they offer, Whether it be not ſomething conſiderable in this Queſtion, That unleſs 


the Parliament had taken this Fee, they had loſt the Weſt of England, whoſe Safety depended upon Lime, which was pre- 
ſerved by the Providence of God by the Reccipt of this Fee, | | 


January 30. 1645; 


At the Committee of Lords .ind Commons for Advance of Money and 
other N eceſſaries for the Army. 


this Committee, touching the compoſitio;: tor his Eſtate, and after ſeveral Treaties, he offered Se- 

ven thouſand pounds for the compoſition ir his Delinquency, in reſpe& of the Profits of his Office - 
and his other Eſtate ; which this Committee think fit :9 Report de bene eſſe to the Houſe of Commons , and 
Mr. Prideanx is deſired to make the ſaid Report. 


VV 5: Robert Henley Eſq; hath in purſu: ace of an Order of both Houſes, made his Addreſles to 


Copia vera Exam, per D AN: Coy, 


To prove that Mr. Henley did Compound with the Pirliament for the Profits of his Office during Mr. Wight- 
wicks Life, a Copy of the Order taken out of the Parli:ment Fournals ſhew, That it was ſingly Debated in the 
Houſe, and Reſolved accordingly, as hereafter followetl. 


a, of RYH» 


Die Iovis, 19 «Marti, 1645. 


Poſt mcrid. 


\ { r. Prideaux, according to the Order vn Monday lat poſt cMeridiem, Reported the whole Caſe concerning 
Mr. Henley and Mr. Wightwick Chief Clerks of the Kings Bench, and concerning Mr. Hencys Compo- 
ſition, together with the Particulars vt his Eftace 3 for winch, and for the Profits of his Ofttce, he had rendred 


the ſum of Seven thouſand pounds. 


R Eſolved by the Commons aſſembled in Parliament, That Mr. Healey (hall be admitted to a Compoſition for 
his part of the Profits of the Office of Chief Clerk of the Kings Bench during the Life of Mr, Wizght- 


_ Hen: Scobell, Cleric. Parliamenti. 


wick, 


Die Iovis, 19 Marti, 1645. 


Reſolved 
= ck Houſe doth accept of the ſum of Nine thouſand pounds of Mr. Robert Henley, for a Fine for his 
Delinquency, and for taking the Sequeſtration off from his Eſtate, and of and from his part of the Profits 
of his Office during Mr. Wightwicks Life: And alſo for full ſatisfaftion of all ſums to be ſet upon him, or paid 
by him for his Fif Nh and Twentieth part : And that upon payment thereof, or ſatisfaction given for che payment 
thereof to the ſaid Committee at Haberdaſhers-Hall, An Ordinance be brought in for his pardon and diſcharge 


agcordingly. 
Hen: Scobell, Cleric. Parlhaments. 


Which ſum of Nine thouſand pounds was paid accordingly, as appears by the Accompts of Mr, Lane, thezs 
Treaſurer at Haberdaſhers- Hall. : AR os 


